Verbal learning subtypes in traumatic brain injury: a replication.
Traumatic brain injury (TBI) has been associated with memory impairments, but the severity and qualitative aspects of such impairment do not appear homogeneous across patients. This study sought to replicate an earlier investigation that found distinct verbal learning subtypes in TBI using the California Verbal Learning Test (CVLT). CVLT data from 88 acute rehabilitation inpatients with mild, moderate, and severe traumatic brain injuries were analyzed with multiple cluster analytic techniques. Cluster analyses yielded five learning subtypes, three of which appeared similar to the subtypes previously identified as Active, Disorganized, and Passive subtypes, and two that appeared similar to the Deficient subgroup. Traumatic brain injury appears to be characterized by heterogeneous, but fairly reliable, verbal learning subtypes that can be detected early postinjury.